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conjecture hopefully that he was " more uneasy (as well he
may be) than he ever was before "; but he admitted sadly
that " in the House of Commons there will be nobody to
attack Palmerston, and between those who won't grapple
with him, and those who can't, he will come off unscathed,
as he has always done "; and quite soon he was recording
another " slashing, impudent speech, full of sarcasm, jokes,
and clap-traps, the whole eminently successful."

There was an awkward moment early in the year, when the
Cabinet became aware that he had been sending guns from
Woolwich to the Sicilian rebels; and Russell took his
delighted sovereign's pleasure " on the propriety of offering
to Lord Palmerston to exchange the Foreign Office for the
Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland," with an English peerage and
possibly the Garter. The royal pen was almost feverish,
supposed Lord John to be convinced at last that Palmerston
could no longer be retained with safety at the Foreign Office,
and hoped that things might be so managed as to reflect
the least possible discredit upon the Government and Lord
Palmerston. They were. For Palmerston, who knew the
value of an opportune retreat, concurred with all the pleasure
in the world in a full apology to the indignant King of Naples.
His colleagues breathed again; Lady Palmerston remarked
delightedly to Stockmar that " everyone keeps what he has
got "; Lady John's diary recorded " Queen disappointed ";
and Albert, with a gesture of despair, addressed a public
meeting in support of the Servants' Provident and
Benevolent Society.

Early in the session he made a wise defence of secret
diplomacy:

" If a proposition to negotiate for a certain object were given
out to be published, how could it be expected that a Govern-
ment, which might have rejected an overture in the first
instance, would be induced to reflect over and modify a first
decision ? Nail them down to a first objection, and you render
accommodation impossible. Pit two popular assemblies one
against the other, and you put out of the question all amicable
adjustment."